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With flammabile
refrigarants more
widespraad, s it time
for industry to
undertake licensing
reforms?

Licensing reforms needed to
cover flammable refrigerants

THERE IS A HUGE AND COMPLEX REGULATORY BURDEN
ON THE HVACR INDUSTRY WHEN IT COMES TO LICENSING
AND REGISTRATION, YET NOT ONE OF THESE LAWS DEALS
SPECIFICALLY WITH FLAMMAGBLE REFRIGERANTS.

PEAKING AT CCN Live 2020, Weir

Legal & Consulting spex jal counsel

Krista Weymouth said there is a hy

drocarbon specific licence registra-

tion scheme that applies in Queens
land as well as occupation specific licences and
dangerous goods permits but nothing for flam-
mable refrigerants.

“There is the ARC licence of course but none of
these have a focus on Mlammables,” she said

It raises the question: [s a flammable licence
ey pired to ensure Lechnicians LISINE n.'JrJ-Tu-r
ants have the right competencies?

With a flammables beence, Weymouth said
industry can be sure that those with a ticket to
plav are competent.

She said a license allows '.L|II‘-!I’_‘\' Lo under
Lake enlorcement and it makes technicians ac-
countable.

“This industry needs to grve seriows considera

tion to a licensing regime that covers flamma-

rh:':\.llli:lI“Il:\.LIl.J.

As the lead researcher on the Flammable Re
frigerants Review Project. Weymouth was in-
volved in a stock-take of all standards and regu
latzons that relate to HVACR across every state
and territory in Australia

She said there were plenty of licensing and reg-

istration requirements already in place but flam-
mables was the only area where she identifed a
legislative gap.

Owerall there is no shortage of regulations for
his -1.;||:.rr-,- whilch iz covered in the Flammable
Refrigerants Review project which is a guide to

Australias legal landscape.

“THERE IS A NEED FOR
A MORE SPECIFIC APPLICATION
OF FLAMMABLE LAWS.”
- WEIR LEGAL & CONSULTING
MAMNAGING DIRECTOR,
BRONWYMN WEIR

It cowers laws and regulations for every state

and territory in Australia and was created to

provide industry with a navigational tool to help
make the transition to low GWEP refrigerants.

When preparing the guide Weir Legal & Con
sulting did a stock-take of standards, regulations
and laws that relate to flammable refrigerants
and found 143 different instrument s,

Weir Legal & Consulting managing director,
Bronwyn Weir, said that during the project the
research team found plenty of duplication

"‘And duplication brings inconsistencies
but this is bound to happen because we oper
ate across a lot of different jurisdictions.
Weir said.

"We looked at how the laws :l['l|;1|\' across the
supply chain from automotive to recovery. We
broke it down to six Eroaps i E.IJI.JII..H Lhnese main
areas of law.”

e main groups covered Workplace Health &
Safety (WHES), dangerous g socls legislation and
electrical safety

The second group covered licensing oon
trols, consumer law obligations and building
regulations.

“There are a lot of licences making it confusing
and inefficient for compliance,” she said

"We don't need more licensing but it could be
more effective if consolidated. Of course we can
use whal we have.

“The reason licensing is a g T | opportunity is
because it is a nice vehadle for regulators, it gves
you an jdea w hio is operating which makes it sde
al for compliance

“If there is any room for reform there is a

mable laws.

Woeir Legal &
Consulting managing
director, Bromyn Weir.
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